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Meet Jay Roberts, Vice President, Resort Operations  
by Larry Luessen, Editor, The LINK 

As we approach the Christmas holidays those of us who canôt wait to get out on the slopes begin to think (and 
worry) about the weather and seeing those snow guns start to lay down a beautiful white covering of snow. As 

Iôm writing this article it is the opening day at Wintergreen for skiing 
(December 17) and itôs finally cold enough (22 degrees) for snow 
making after several days of un-December-like temperatures. A few 
days ago I took some time and spoke with Jay Roberts, VP of Resort 
Operations, and ñtheò person responsible for all things ski-related at 
Wintergreen.  

Jay hails from Boone, NC but spent most of his youth in Richmond, 
VA. Jay began working at Wintergreen during the 1985-86 ski season 
as a 15-year-old member of the Wintergreen Ski Patrol coming on 
weekends from Richmond. As a Communications major at the Uni-
versity of Georgia Jay managed to take advantage of Georgiaôs quar-
ter system and spend the Winter quarters (December-March) at Win-

tergreen mainly as a Ski Patroller but also spending time under Uel Gardner making snow, operating lifts, and 
learning snow operations. 

In 1994 Jay was hired on as the full-time Director of the Wintergreen Ski Patrol as well as in charge of trans-
portation. In 1998 he became Assistant Ski Area Manager and Skier Services Manager. Over the next dozen 
years Jay moved to Director of Mountain Operations, VP of Mountain Operations, and VP of Resort Opera-
tions. His duties include the management of all ski operations and transportation, Resort services, Resort facili-
ties, Discovery Ridge, and the raw water system. 

Jay, wife Tracey, and children Jack (5) and Lucy (7) live in Crozet. Tracey is a graduate 
of Roanoke College and works as an early childhood educator for the Charlottesville 
Youth and Family Services. Jay and Tracey have known each other since childhood. 
Both Jack and Lucy have been skiing since they were 2-1/2 years old. When he does get 
some time off Jay likes to do some boating at his parentsô home in Urbanna, VA; golf a 
little, ñtinkerò, and ñjust be a dadò. 

During the Winter ski season Jay works six days a week (with Tuesdays off), typically 7 am to 6 pm ð about 
70 hours per week for sixteen weeks. With overall ski operations responsibility, one of his big challenges is 
covering the 138 skiable acres of Wintergreen with skiable snow. When asked what he likes most about his job 
he quickly answered ñThe challenge of every winter being different.ò And with the conditions weôve had so far 
this winter the challenge is to decide what slopes to open and in what sequence. Although the Resortôs snow-
making equipment is some of the best available and quite adaptable Mother Nature still rules and limits how 
much snow you can put down depending on the temperature and humidity. 

The primary ingredients and tools for snowmaking are water, air, thermodynamics, cold weather, your equip-
ment, and the key that makes it all work ð nucleation which consists of a dust particle that is injected into the 
center of a snowflake that causes a crystal to form. Boyleôs Law then takes over ð rapidly expanding air at a 

constant pressure will result in a proportional drop in temperature. (see Jay Roberts page 8) 
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Presidentõs Corner 

 

From Your Editor:  

Welcome to the Winter Edition of The LINK! 

Winter means different things to different folks. For 

some itôs hibernating and staying warm until Spring 

arrives. For others itôs finding any excuse to head out-

doors and take advantage of the natural beauty of Win-

tergreen and itôs ski slopes, ice-skating rink, and tubing 

area. 

But what goes into the preparation and maintenance of 

the Resortôs Winter activities? To find out I had a 

chance to sit down and talk to Jay Roberts, the Resortôs 

VP of Resort Operations. Youôll find that article on the 

front page of this newsletter. Hope you enjoy it. 

See you óround the mountain! 

Larry Luessen (lluessen@verizon.net, 325.7864) 

Holiday Greetings and Happy New Year  

to all Mountain Homesteaders!  

On behalf of your Board of Directors, I hope you had a great 
holiday time with family and friends and are looking forward to 
2012. The slopes are covered and the ski season is underway.   
The tubing park will soon be open. The Devils Knob Course is 
closed for golf but open for walking. Itôs a great time to enjoy 
the outdoors at Wintergreen. 

Millie Steele, our Social Events Coordinator, has planned an-
other year of fun-filled get-togethers starting with a return by 
popular demand of the ñRed Partyò on February 4. Look for the 
announcement in the Link and plan to add a little color to the 
grey days of winter. Take a look at the complete social calen-
dar for the year and make your plans to attend. Also please 
contact Millie if you can host or help with one of the parties. 
Putting on a party is easier and more fun for everyone if we 
can spread the work around. 

Please remember to renew your MHA membership for 2012.  
Annual dues are due by 1 February to our Vice President and 
Membership Chair Dennis Casey (Route 1, Box 508, Rose-
land, VA 22967). Be sure to include any changes to your con-
tact information to ensure our data base is up-to-date. 

As I start my first year as MHA President I want to encourage 
all of you not only to participate in Mountain Homesteader 
events but also to take advantage and enjoy all that our Win-
tergreen community has to offer. Whether youôre a skier, 
golfer, tennis enthusiast, hiker or just someone who loves 
ñliving in the woods,ò Wintergreen is a great place. Check out 
the Nature Foundation; dine at the Copper Mine or Devils Grill; 
attend the Summer Music Festival. There is something for 
everyone and new things to discover! 
 
Tom Steele 
President, MHA 

2012 MHA BOARD  

Tom Steele (2012)            325-1092 
President             twsteele@aol.com 

Dennis Casey (2012)            325-7294 
Vice-President, Membership Chair   dcasey51@verizon.net 

Ardin Goss (2014)            325-2305 
Secretary        tcduck@hotmail.com 

Camille Kurtz (2014)            325-7276 
Treasurer             ckurtz@erols.com 

Larry Luessen (2012)            325-7864 
LINK Editor       lluessen@verizon.net 

Millie Steele (2012)            325-1092 
Social Events           millsteele@aol.com 

Curtis McIver (2014)            325-2095 
Member               curtismciver@verizon.net 

Susan McIver (2014)            325-2095 
Member            susanbmciver@verizon.net 

Join these Mountain Activities ...  
Mountain Women : Meetings are held the second Fri-

day of each month at 10:00 am. Roadrunners are welcome!  

Contact: Martha Misker at 325-7585.  

Mountain Women Gardeners : Meet every third 

Friday at various memberôs homes. Contact: Jill Toop at 

325-9082. 

Mountain Women Book Group:  Meets the Mon-

day after the Mountain Women meeting.  Contact: Barbara 

Porter at 325-7314. 

Mountain Women Craft Group:  Meets on the 

4th Friday of each month. Contact: Sarah Scott at 325-

7375.  

Mountain Women Epicurious Group:  Meets 

on the second Thursday of every other (even) month. 

Contact Sylvia Stafford at 325-1439 or 410-268-1681.   

Book Clubs : Two book clubs meet each month on Tues 

evenings. Contacts: Arlo Croxall at 361-0045 or Elaine Davis 

at 361-1936. 

Mahjong:  Meets Mondays at 10:00 am. Contact: Susan 

Capell at 361-2435. 

Saturday Evening Bridge:  Meets the second or third 

Saturday of the month, at 7:30 pm. Contact: Kate McIntire  at 

325-7073. 

ñSpring Forward ò 
Daylight Saving Time begins at  

2 am 

Sunday, March 11, 2012 . 

http://wintergreenmountainwomen.com/


Question: Is there ever a down time at WPA? 
 

And the answer is . . . A Resounding No!!! 
 

The reason . . . with more than 200 events taking shape for the 2012 Winter-
green Summer Music Festival and Academy, there is simply no time to rest. 
Do you have the dates on your calendar? 

July 6-August 5, 2012 
INNOVATION 2012  

As you may have heard, the theme will be INNOVATION 2012. What on 
earth does that mean? Well . . . for as long as human beings have inhabited 
the planet, there have been innovators . . . people who move us in new direc-
tions. However, the entire history of mankind may just be a little too expan-
sive for our 31-day Wintergreen Summer Music Festival . . . so letõs just stick 
with the last 1,000 years, and letõs focus on music, dance, theatre, the literary 
arts, food, wine and a few other closely related subjects. Oh . . . and letõs make 
sure that science and technology play some sort of important role. That 
should do it. 
 
So . . . be not afraid! As always, there will be the familiar and the unfamiliar. 
WSMF audiences know that there will be something for everyone! 
 
Ever wonder what theatre was innovative in 1825? Come and be delightfully 
shocked at the 2012 Wintergreen Summer Music Festival! 
 
Herr Beethoven is on the guest list. Talk about an innovator!!! 
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Anne Lanzilotti, viola Wallace Easter, horn Jaren Philleo, oboe 

by Larry Alan Smith, Artistic and Executive Director 


