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Summer light, summer night, summer feels alive and bright.Summer light, summer night, summer feels alive and bright.  

--  Summer Song, Alice Anne GordonSummer Song, Alice Anne Gordon  

http://wintergreenmha.org 

July, August and September & Wintergreen Performing Arts 
by Larry Alan Smith, WPA‘s Artistic and Executive Director 
 

By the time you read this, the 2011 Wintergreen Summer Music Festival (July 
6-August 7) will be just about starting. I hope you will attend as many of the Fes-
tival‘s events as possible. And . . . did I mention the gelato? Divino Gelato will be 
served at Gelateria Vivaldi (Shamokin Terrace) after every Friday evening cham-
ber music concert. Come to the concert! Come for some gelato!! Come for a 

glass of vino and opportunities to meet our superb performers!!! Plus . . . there is no charge to attend Ge-
lateria Vivaldi. You simply pay for what you eat or drink. So be sure to attend these festive WSMF events. 
There are more than two hundred events and performances this summer, and they are taking place in 
YOUR backyard. It‘s Festival time! 

Once the Festival comes to a close on Sunday, August 7th, you won‘t have to wait 
long for the next WPA event. On Saturday, August 13th, we will present the 6th An-
nual Blue Ridge Mountain Music Fest in the Evans Center. Robin and Linda Wil-
liams will be back at the Fest . . . this time as Robin and Linda Williams and Their Fine 
Group (pictured here). Favorites of fans and promoters alike, they have crisscrossed 
the continent (and beyond) for more than three decades, performing the tunes they 
love and a hearty blend of bluegrass, folk, old-time and acoustic country.  

The Fest will also include three other outstanding groups: The Dry Branch Fire Squad, 
the Virginia Ramblers and Kim & Jimbo Cary, and Pete & Ellen Vigour. Can you think 
of a better way to spend a summer afternoon? Look for non-stop entertainment from 
Noon-7:00 pm, and the cost is only $20 per person. Young people (ages 6 through 

17) can attend for $10.  Children under 6 are free. Food will be available for purchase, and there will be 
jam sessions throughout the day. 

The fun will continue in September with two of our annual fundraising events, the International Wine 
Festival on Saturday, September 3 and Oktoberfest on Saturday, September 24. Both events will 
begin at Noon and end at 5:30 pm in the Evans Center. A jazz group will create the perfect ambiance for 
the IWF, and once again, a German band from Pennsylvania will provide the necessary ―om-pah-pah‖ for 
the enjoyment of fine beers. Food will also be available for purchase at these events.  

So . . . enjoy the 2011 Wintergreen Summer Music Festival and the 6th 
Annual Blue Ridge Mountain Music Fest in July and August . . . and help us 
pay for our educational and performance programming by attending the 
International Wine Festival and Oktoberfest in September! Thank you for 
your on-going support of all that we do!! 

For information about WPA, please phone (434) 325-8292 or visit 
www.wintergreenperformingarts.org. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE 

MOUNTAIN  HOMESTEADERS ASSOCIATION 

http://www.wintergreenperformingarts.org
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President’s Corner 

 

Editor’s Note 

Welcome to the Summer Edition of The LINK! 

Summer on the mountain means cool nights, just-right 

summer days — and the Wintergreen Performing Arts‟ 

Summer Music Festival and Academy. This year the 

Festival celebrates its 15th season. Titled “Realms of 

Gold — A Mediterranean Odyssey”, there are more 

than 200 events in the 33 days from July 6 to August 7. 

In order to help celebrate its 15th anniversary there are 

a couple of articles in this issue relating to the Festival, 

including a discussion with Sarah McCracken, one of 

the visionaries behind the Festival. 

See you „round the mountain! 

Larry Luessen (lluessen@verizon.net, 325.7864) 

HELLO TO ALL: 

Your MHA Board hopes you are having a GREAT SUMMER 
traveling or attending the many events here at Wintergreen. 

The Wintergreen Performing Arts Cruise Nite —Postcards 
From The Mediterranean was a terrific success. Attendees 
had a fun night and the Live and Silent Auctions raised a lot of 
money for WPA. The Summer Music Festival Realms of Gold 
a Mediterranean Odyssey begins July 6 and runs through Au-
gust 7 with Opening Night July 8th. So mark your calendars 
and get your tickets ordered.  

Don‘t forget to mark your calendar for the Members-Only Mus-
tache Party, August 20th at 5:30 at Chestnut Springs Park and 
Pool.  The flyer will be sent out a later date.  Please send all 
reservations to Larry Luessen, RR1, Box 503, Roseland, Va. 
22967-9201. 

If you would like to serve on the MHA Board for 2011, please 
contact me. 

Horace H. Brady, Jr., 
MHA, President 

2011 MHA BOARD 
 

 Horace Brady (2012)                         325-7930 
 President                      bradywareagle@aol.com   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
  Steve Marianella (2010)                                        325-2281     
Vice-President                       smsales1@aol.com    

                                                                                                                                      
Ray Allen (2011)                                                    325-7834   
Secretary                                                 raygnav@aol.com   
                                                           
Allan  Blum (2011)                                325-9133                              
Treasurer                        allan_blum@yahoo.com 
                                                    
Millie Steele (2012)                                                325-1092                               
Social Events Coordinator                     millsteele@aol.com 
 
Tom Steele (2012)                                                 325-1092  
Member                                                   twsteele@aol.com 
 
Dennis Casey (2013)                         325-7294 
Membership Chair                     dcasey51@verizon.net  
 
Larry Luessen (2013)                                       325-7864 
LINK Editor/Member          lluessen@verizon.net 
 
Marti Szczur (2010)                                      325-7164  
Member             szczurmar@aol.com 

Join these Mountain Activities ... 
Mountain Women meetings are held the second Friday 

of each month at 10:00 am. Roadrunners are welcome!  

Contact: Martha Misker on 325-7585.  

Mountain Women Gardeners meet every third 

Friday at various member‘s homes. Contact: Vera Jones  

on 325-9256. 

Mountain Women Book Group meets the Mon-

day after the Mountain Women meeting.  Contact: Barbara 

Porter on 325-7314. 

Mountain Women Craft Group meets on the 4th 

Friday of each month. Contact: Sarah Scott on 325-7375.  

Mountain Women Epicurious Group meets on 

the second Thursday of every other (even) month. Contact 

Sylvia Stafford 325-1439 or 410-268-1681.   

Book Clubs: Two book clubs meet each month on Tues 

evenings.  Contacts: Arlo Croxall on 361-0045 or Elaine 

Davis on 361-1936. 

Mahjong meets Mondays at 10:00 am.  Contact: Susan 

Capell on 361-2435. 

Saturday Evening Bridge meets the second or third 

Saturday of the month, at 7:30 pm.  Contact: Kate McIntire  

at 325-7073 

Wintergreen WVA & MHA Member Directory June 2011 

Corrections and Additions 

Please note the following changes to the June 2011 Wintergreen WVA & MHA Member Directory: 

Page 2-7, first listing, change name 'Cesaro Lynne' to 'Chabot Lynne' to correct a typographical error. 
Page 3-24, restaurants section, add 'Wild Wolf Brewery & Restaurant (coming Fall 2011, Nellysford, 
www.wildwolfbeer.com, askthewolf@wildwolfbeer.com, 434-361-0088 (see also first entry page 3-4))' to correct 
an omission error. 

http://wintergreenmountainwomen.com/
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Sarah McCracken: 15 years of the Wintergreen Performing Arts‘ Summer Music Festival 
by Larry Luessen, WPA Board Member 

This year WPA will celebrate the 15th anniversary of its Summer Music Festival and 
Academy. For this issue of The Link I sat down with Sarah McCracken and discussed 
how it all started, who was involved, and whether or not that original vision has been, 
and continues to be, realized. 

According to Sarah the idea for a music festival started in her living room on June 25, 
1995 with 14 Wintergreen residents. While there were plenty of sports activities avail-
able at Wintergreen, there was a dearth of arts and music in the area. This was in 
stark contrast to what Sarah and her husband David experienced in Aspen, CO in the 
summer of 1993. They had purchased a condo there and found Aspen to be the 

home of a 7-week music festival, including a student summer music school for approximately 900 students. With the 
building of their Wintergreen home in 1993 a vision began to take shape following their Aspen festival experience. 

Following the meeting in June of 1995 a Mission Statement was developed to establish an ―organization dedicated to 
building and nurturing a vibrant arts community in central Virginia‖. In addition an ―interest‖ survey was produced and 
sent out to the Wintergreen community and the Wintergreen Performing Arts Council was formed. Three in-home con-
certs were offered in late 1995. The first in November featured piano and vocal music by Dr. Arnold Popkin and George 
McKinney, held at the home of Erwin and Joan Berry because they had a grand piano. Later performances included Irish 
music and Christmas carols performed by the Patrick Henry Choral Group in early December. 

The first year of an annual concert series was 1996 and also the year the WPA Council became WPA, Inc. With the help 
of Susan Payne, wife of L.F. Payne, the original developer of Wintergreen, Sarah and others arranged the first two con-
certs in 1996 featuring the Virginia Consort. The venue was the Rockfish Presbyterian Church. The first Virginia Consort 
concert was in May 1996. The second of those concerts, in December 1996, continues today and is sold out each year 
for its Christmas performance. 

In all twelve concerts were held in 1996 with the venues being, in addition to the Rockfish Presbyterian Church, Skyline 
Pavilion, the Red Barn in the valley, and small in-house concerts. Important at that time was the WPA‘s ―Calling Commit-
tee‖ with each Board member assigned a group of residents to call and remind them of the planned concerts. Personal 
thank-you notes were also sent to all donors and attendees. 

Finally in the Summer of 1997 the inaugural season of the Wintergreen Summer Music Festival was held July 3-20 at the 
Skyline Pavilion. For this first Summer Festival an entire orchestra was hired – The American Sinfonietta. The conductor 
and artistic director was Michael Palmer. This was also the premiere season for The American Sinfonietta Performance 
Academy. The Academy had two goals: (1) to provide a world-class professional training program for highly motivated 
musicians 18 and older; and (2) to present Academy Fellows, faculty, and guest artists in a series of public performances 
featuring masterworks of the orchestral and chamber music literature. There were 41 students the first year. Of equal 
importance, in 1997 WPA received its 501(c)3 IRS designation which allowed it to receive tax deductible contributions.  

However, with less-than-ideal acoustics, a fairly loud AC system, and noise from the restaurant above the Pavilion, it was 
obvious a new venue was needed. Luckily John Evans agreed and, with the help of the John D Evans Foundation, the 
Evans Center was purchased in 1998. Costing $70,000 and with a predicted lifespan of eight years it remains today the 
venue of the Summer Music Festival and Academy. 

In 1999 the WPA decided to hire David Wiley as its first Artistic Director and Conductor and form its own orchestra. Sum-
mer 2000 marked David‘s first Summer Music Festival. David continued in this position through the Summer of 2006. In 
December 2005 Larry Alan Smith was hired as the WPA‘s Artistic and Executive Director and ―orchestrated‖ his first 
Summer Music Festival and Academy, ―Celebration ‗07‖, in July 2007. Under Larry‘s guidance the Festival has continued 
to expand with more than 200 events in 33 days in 2011. 

As WPA and the Wintergreen community prepares for its 15th Summer Music Festival and Academy, the original vision 
of Sarah McCracken and those 14 Wintergreen residents continues and expands with studies underway for a year-round 
performing arts facility in the Resort‘s Grassy Ridge area. Similar to those original visionaries, the WPA is faced with 
some very tough decisions in the years ahead. But without Sarah‘s initial leadership and dedication the WPA‘s Summer 
Music Festival might not have occurred. To Sarah and those first 14 Council members – many thanks for your inspiration 
and personal commitment to the fulfillment of your original vision of establishing a vibrant arts community in central Vir-
ginia. Here‘s to 15 more years of wonderful music in our beautiful mountain setting. 
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ROADRUNNERS 
Resident Sommeliers at Wintergreen (continued) 

by Sylvia Shenk 

May I begin with a correction to my original article on our Wintergreen Sommeliers or ―possessors of wine cel-
lars‖? Somehow in my awe and enthusiasm over the stellar wine cellars and collections, I confused the identi-
ties of two of our collectors. Could we politely, but inexcusably, call this the confusion of the two Bobs? Please 
note: Bob Keenan is the chef first who collects wine for the purpose of pairing the wine with his gourmet meal, 
prepared by he and his wife Vicki. And note as well: Bob Linquist and his wife Angie started collecting Vir-
ginia wines after taking wine classes from Kay Pfaltz, and they eventually became interested in French, Portu-
guese and European wines. Sorry for the mix-up folks. 

And now on to two very different collectors, Mary Wolf and her son Dan, and Ned and Nancy Martin. Mary 
does have her own wine cellar, but she has changed the face and composition of the Nellysford shopping strip 
with the Wild Wolf Brewing Company which has been open since October, 2010. She and her son Dan took 
a class on ―starting your own brewery‖ in Chicago, and Dan makes great beer. That‘s how this innovative busi-
ness got its start. Dan is the expert beer maker and Mary runs the business. They currently have 10 types of 
beer, including American, Belgian, German and Scottish ale, but they are open to trying new beers all the time. 
It takes 2-½ weeks to 6 months for the beer to brew. Of course, climate is a necessary consideration in deter-
mining the temperature for both fermentation and storing. Their current best sellers are the American Alpha 
Ale, a pale ale, and the smoked Scottish Ale. Their clientele is a real mix of growler-filling locals and tourists as 
well as Wintergreen residents. They are working on getting associated with a distributor and into some of the 
local restaurants using their Wolf label. To put it mildly, both Mary and Dan are loving their venture. 

There is even more exciting news regarding expansion: They have purchased the Old Garden Center, the first 
high school in Nelson County (1910-1939), on route 151 towards Wintergreen where they plan to open a res-
taurant and larger brewery. The five small shops on the property will include a wine shop, a gift shop, and a 
gourmet shop. These are fairly grandiose plans, but in the meantime, grab or purchase at the shop your reus-
able growler or glass jug and stop by the Wild Wolf Brewing Company for some homemade beer or delicious 
root beer — or even the supplies for making wine. Want to learn how to do it? Both private and group lessons 
are offered. Catch them on line at wildwolfbeer.com. As the sweatshirt advertises, it‘s ―Howling Good Beer‖. 

Our next wine collector‘s relationship with Wintergreen goes back 35 years through his parents, Ed and Peggy 
Martin, who were among the very first property owners here. I am writing this on Father‘s Day which adds 
meaning to this association for me. Ned and Nancy‘s residences include both a house on the mountain at Win-
tergreen and a house in the Dordogne Valley in France. In 1990-91, Southern Living rated their home at Win-
tergreen the mid-size house of the year.  

Ned first went to Paris from 1953-57 with his parents. And so began his love 
of the French and their lifestyle, including, of course, their wines. From 2005
-2008 Ned and Nancy resided in London. In 2006 they bought a home in the 
Dordogne Valley, located 6 kilometers from the Bordeaux Appellation. The 
first full year they lived in their house in France they also purchased their 
dog, a French poodle named Coco, for Coco Channel. Their home in the 
Dordogne Valley includes winemakers on either side of it. Many of these 
winemakers are their bons amis (good friends). It should therefore not sur-
prise you that the wine cellar at Wintergreen is a select French one, essen-
tially for drinking. 90% of the wines are Bordeaux, and nothing later than 
2001 is included in the wine cellar. It is fascinating to view their vast collec-
tion of French wines, including one glitter bottle of Ral Valentin from Saint 
Emillion, a real conversation piece. Another conversation piece is a Chateau 
Mouton Rothschild which shows a nude woman. This bottle was originally 
banned in the USA. Surprised? I certainly was.  Ned carefully controls the 
climate with a Whisper Kool probe into the bottle of water to measure the 
temperature. Ned and Nancy belong to the Wine Guild in Charlottesville, 

and Ned belongs to the Veritas wine group. They also use their wines for charitable donations, such as their 
daughter‘s school and our own Wintergreen Performing Arts. 

I would be delinquent if I did not mention Ned‘s other passion, photography. His wildlife photos and those of his 
French experience are superb. You have only to go onto his website at nedmartin.com to verify this. What a 
treat! Ah oui, don‘t forget to have a glass of your favorite wine to sip on when you do so. Salut!  

http://www.wildwolfbeer.com
http://www.nedmartin.com
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Goats in Wintergreen? 

As many of you would 
know, the Blue Ridge 
Mountains are a habitat 
for deer, bobcats, 
bears, groundhogs, 
hawks and many other 
wild animals and birds. 
But goats..... Dima 

Holmes, a Sales Associate at Wintergreen Real Es-
tate, was checking on a house at the end of Laurel 
Springs Drive (a somewhat remote part of Winter-
green) when she spotted a couple of goats grazing 
peacefully along the road. At first she couldn't believe 
her eyes. Fortunately she had her camera. After she 
spoke with a few of the property owners at Winter-
green she learned that over the past number of years 
the pair has been spotted in different neighborhoods 
at Wintergreen and in the high parts of Stoney Creek . 
They may have belonged to one of the valley farms 
way back — but they seem to be doing just fine in the 
wild now. Thanks Dima. 

Two bear incidents were reported in May and one in 

June. Both May incidents involved problems with gar-

bage dumpsters. One of these incidents involved a 

mother bear and 3 cubs. The dumpster issues were 

corrected and there have been no further problems. 

The June incident involved a bear attempting to break 

into a house. The police were called, but the bear had 

left by the time they arrived. There was some minor 

damage to the house. Please remember the bird -

feeding ban is in effect. The cooperation of all property 

owners and guests is appreciated and will make our 

community safer for humans and bears. 

BEAR SMART 

Program Update 
by Al Crannis 

Joan Stemmler Honored 
by Christine Casey 

Joan Stemmler was given the honor of Steward of Nelson County on Earth Day April 23, 
2011. Irma Graf states, "Joan has spent many long years taking care of the Shamokin 
Springs Nature Preserve, fighting stilt grass and other invasive species there and else-
where, sponsoring science research at The Wintergreen Nature Foundation, leading hikes 
and youth activities for TWNF, and being the environmental conscience of the mountain!"  
Joan has also raised our awareness of our surroundings with her nature articles in the 
Mountain Homesteader's LINK. She writes with the voice of a poet, the eye of an artist, 
and the sensibilities of an environmentalist. Joan has unselfishly shared her knowledge 
and expertise with the Mountain Women gardeners. Congratulations and thanks Joan for 
all you have done to make Wintergreen Mountain such a wonderful environment which 
should be respected and enjoyed by all.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS YEAR! 

2011  Mountain Homesteaders Activities 

August 20th — Mustache Party  

Sept. 10th — Lobster Feast 

Sept. 24th—Oktoberfest 

TBD —Annual Holiday Party  
Note: Details about events will be sent by email, be available on website, and posted at Mailbox Kiosk.  

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Fall Harvest Dinner 
Saturday, October 8 

 
Hold this date for a sumptuous buffet featuring the 
best of fall prepared by the Epicurious Group of 
Mountain Women. All proceeds to benefit the Con-
necting with Land exhibit at The Wintergreen Nature 
Foundation.  Contact sbstafford@verizon.net for 
menu details and table reservations.  

WHAT‘S HAPPENING ON AND AROUND THE MOUNTAIN? 

SARA OTT MEMORIAL GOLF CLASSIC — FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

Once a year the Wintergreen Nature Foundation hosts what can only be called an awesome 
event! The Sara Ott Memorial Golf Classic will be Friday, September 23rd. We‘ve introduced a 
new pricing structure this year - Register before June 1st and pay only $130. Register by July 
15th and pay only $140. After July 15th, the player price will go back to the original $150. You can 
register a team or individually and we‘ll place you with a team.  

This is the Nature Foundation‘s largest fundraiser. It allows us to continue to work in the schools 
and continue research on things such as Wintergreen‘s stream monitoring and forest health. 
Please come and support us; we need you. 

You can register by calling Liz at 434-325-7451, by email at specialevents@twnf.org or by fax at 
434-325-6701. 

6th Annual Blue Ridge Mountain Music Fest 
Saturday, August 13, Noon-7:00 pm (Evans Center) 

International Wine Festival 
Saturday, September 3, Noon-5:00 pm (Evans Cen-
ter) 

Oktoberfest 
Saturday, September 24, Noon-5:30 pm (Evans Cen-
ter) 

Devils Backbone Benefit for the Nelson Dental Clinic 

September 13 
by Bruce Bertelsen 

As part of their ongoing commitment to our community, Devils Backbone Brewing Company has designated 
Tuesday, September 13th (11:30 am to 9:00 pm) to benefit the Nelson Dental Clinic. Twenty-five percent of the 
revenues generated from the sale of food and non-alcoholic beverages on the 13th will be donated to the 
Clinic. There will be entertainment by area musicians in the afternoon and evening .  

As you may know, the Nelson Dental Clinic makes much-needed dental services available to adults in low-
income and uninsured households for whom the cost of dental care is out of reach. The Dental Clinic is now 
located in a temporary trailer next to the Rockfish Valley Community Center and each year provides about 750 
visits to the dentist for over 400 Nelson County residents who would otherwise not have access to the care 
they need. Funds raised from the Devils Backbone event will be used to help with the purchase of dental sup-
plies, maintain and replace equipment, keep the trailer itself in good repair. 

mailto:sbstafford@verizon.net
mailto:specialevents@twnf.org
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The Waters of Wintergreen  
by Cindy Coy, Wintergreen Nature Foundation 

This spring The Wintergreen Nature Foundation (TWNF) sponsored its annual lecture series focused on the waters of Win-
tergreen.  The following is a summary of the valuable information presented.  Visit www.twnf.org for more. 

The Purity of Wintergreen‘s Headwater Streams 

Josh Palumbo, TWNF‘s forest management coordinator, presented ten years of water testing results on three of Winter-
green‘s streams: Paul‘s Creek, which originates on Crawford‘s Knob; Stoney Creek, which originates near the mountain 
golf course; and the south fork of the Rockfish River tributary that originates in Pond Hollow, the stream seen from Route 
664 below the gatehouse. 

The results indicate that our waters are healthy within the non-developed Crawford‘s Knob area with Paul‘s Creek water-
shed having the cleanest rating. The Stoney Creek watershed also showed consistent good quality with several tests over 
ten years dropping below the threshold from good to fair quality. These single test spikes are thought to be associated with 
large rain events.  

The south fork of the Rockfish – monitored by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and TWNF – showed the 
lowest quality in samples taken near and downhill from the mountain gatehouse.  The proximity of the water treatment facil-
ity and the winter salt from roadways are thought to be factors. WPOA now has a roof over the salt storage, which will 
lessen salt content in the runoff. 

TWNF recently has added tests for E-coli and early results show little or no presence. Allen Creek in the valley will likely be 
added as a testing site in 2011.  

The Distribution of Wintergreen‘s Water - How the System Works 

George Nicklas of Meadowbrook Associates, and vice president of construction for the original Wintergreen Development 
Company, talked about the development and current status of Wintergreen‘s raw water system as he still oversees the 
transport of water from Lake Monacan to the treatment plant above the Mountain Inn on Wintergreen Drive 

Mountain raw water comes from three sources: Lake Monacan and other valley lakes; a siphon in Stoney Creek; and wells, 
which supplied water until 1981 when the water treatment plant, valley pipelines, and pumping stations were installed.  

Water is pumped across the valley floor through a pipe line until it reaches the Peggy‘s Pinch pumping station at the base 
of the mountain. Here, from an underground storage tank, it is pumped up 1,652 vertical feet to the 250,000-gallon tank at 
the base of Big Acorn ski slope. The supply in the underground holding tank at Peggy‘s Pinch is augmented by an optional 
siphon from adjacent Stoney Creek. This system supports snowmaking, golf course irrigation, and fire hydrants, plus pota-
ble water for domestic use.  Total current demand on this system is approximately 350 million gallons per year. 

A recent analysis shows that the transport pipes are in good condition. The most crucial, and perhaps the weakest, point in 
the system are the extremely high horsepower pumps at Peggy‘s Pinch. Intensive maintenance at this point is critical as 
redundancy in the system is weak, meaning the pumps and motors are in limited supply if replacement is needed.  

Storm Water Management - Conventional Wisdom Doesn‘t Work Here 

Jay Roberts, head of WPI mountain operations, and Jim Taggart, an engineer, discussed issues that led to Wintergreen‘s 
current storm water management plan, including failures in conventional procedures associated with the construction of the 
tubing park in 2004. The end product - use of containment, conveyance, and advancement zones - was an unconventional 
approach that has since proven itself and is now a new standard for mountain development. The containment zone is at the 
top of the mountain where retention ponds on commercial sites and gutters with rain barrels in residential areas provide a 
slower release of rainfall waters down slope.  A conveyance zone is represented by ski slopes and other open, treeless 
property where the water breaks over the edge and starts its journey downward. The use of flaring ditches, increasing the 
number of water bars on the ski slopes, and rearranging naturally occurring boulder fields help slow the rush of water. Fi-
nally, the advancement zone is at lower mountain development elevations where the water must be let go.  

The Future of Wintergreen‘s Water Resources  

Russell Otis, executive director of Wintergreen Property Owners Association and board chairman of Nelson County Service 
Authority (NCSA), pointed out the essential need for water storage on the mountain. Recent work by NCSA has increased 
water treatment capability with a more advanced water treatment facility on the mountain. This improved capacity, coupled 
with increased storage, will provide a greater ―repair time redundancy‖ if the Peggy‘s Pinch pumping station needs pump 
replacement or repair. It will also mitigate any short term residential or commercial water shortages due to pipeline failure, 
as well as provide additional firefighting capability. 

WPI and NCSA are determining the feasibility of a five-million gallon mountain water storage tank with a proposed location 
on Grassy Ridge near the ski compressor building. Increasing water capacity to fulfill any additional long-term development 
is being addressed by review of a new lake / reservoir in the Rhodes Farm area of the valley. 

http://www.twnf.org
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Lots of property owners have meet Rhonda Proffitt during her 8 years of service to the community of 
Wintergreen beginning as Facilities Janitor in January of 2003 to her present position as an Adminis-
trative Assistant to the Wintergreen Police Department (WPD) and the Wintergreen Property Owners 
Association (WPOA). In her early days as the Facilities Janitor she was responsible for the Community 
Office Building, the WPOA Maintenance Building, the Gate House, Station One and Station Two fire 
and rescue buildings, and the Tuckahoe Clubhouse and School.  

As a result of her skills, education and unused potential, Rhonda was promoted in 2008 to her present 
position with the Wintergreen Police Department. Rhonda is the voice on the other end of the ―property 
owners assistance line‖ when owners call in need of a mountain mailbox, a new vehicle decal, or 

maybe to ask a question. Rhonda  also shoulders many other responsibilities with both the police department and 
WPOA. 

Her additional responsibilities include maintaining the databases of ownership records of properties, owners‘ alarms, 
owners on the departments house-check system, and mailbox rentals by owners; issues owner decals and pool 
passes; keeps department accounting program and payroll hours for department employees, files police reports, and 
performs notary public duties when necessary; visits the courts for deeds not on record with WPOA, updates the  web 
listing of licensed vendors, and assists in website design and maintenance. Rhonda is also lead assistant for WPOA‘s 
network including maintenance and backup, maintains the online Votenet system for owner online voting  prior to an-
nual meetings, sends emails to property owners from WPOA, orders police department office supplies and janitorial 
supplies for WPOA facilities, keeps records of permitted hunters — and some other responsibilities I may have  acci-
dently left out. Needless to say, she is good at problem solving and organization. 

Rhonda is a life-long resident of Nelson County and married with two children and two grandchildren.  Rhonda is also a 
certified EMT and CPR provider and volunteers with Nelson County Rescue Squad in her spare time. 

She is quite an asset to the police department and a pleasure to work with. Feel free to give her a call or just stop by to 
say ―thanks‖ for all she does for our WPOA organization. She truly enjoys working here. 

Meet Rhonda Proffitt, Administrative Assistant – WPOA/WPD 
by Chief Stan Olah  

Wintergreen Days in Art and Memory 
by Joan K. Stemmler 

When we first came to this natural enclave here in the mountains at Wintergreen in 1992, I pursued the opportunities to go 
on hikes or participate in nature events. Wintergreen, in its dedication to preservation of the natural environment, along with 
the Nature Center, in its commitment to the study and teaching of the natural sciences, botany, geology, zoology, and ar-
chaeology, describing and investigating this world, hooked me.  

The new subjects of the nature and history of the Virginia Blue Ridge joined easily to my world of eighteenth and nineteenth 
century art history. The relaxed time led me back to my hobby of drawing, now as a way of learning.   

When I sketched at the crossing of 664 and the Blue Ridge Parkway, what I tried to capture for myself was not just the re-
membrance of the brilliant yellow of the tulip tree against the deep reddish-brown of the oak that attracted me. As I drew, 
shaded, then painted, I was also conscious of my new understandings of what I was recording. I had in mind what Doug 
Coleman told us about the story of the geological formation of the Shenandoah Valley. I thought about the greenstone un-
derlay of the topography, its ancient history of uplifts and mountain building. I walked across the field, identified the plants 
there, aware of the presence of the scarlet berries named by the native American inhabitants of this area. The stone walls 
enclosing the field now overgrown with thorny brambles reminded me that once it had been cultivated and planted by some 
early settler. For me, this particular landscape is time, memory, and association come together, not just a pretty picture. 

In the blizzard of March ‗93 I was marooned here with no film. I looked out my window to see a snowy landscape of tree 
trunks, great granite boulders almost entirely covered by three or four feet of snow. I captured it well enough in a water-
color to bring that extraordinary solitary weekend back whenever I look at the picture on the wall. I remember the contrast 
of alien outside, coffee on the table, and the fireplace warming me as I painted. 

Green-leafed coneflowers, tall generously blooming yellow mountain flowers, grow in fecund profusion on the east side of 
our front stairs. A July afternoon that started with watching a bumblebee flying from bloom to bloom working all the disc 
flowers for their sweetness, ended with a series of close studies of the intricacies of bifurcated ray petals and dentate 
leaves, the discovery of tiny spiders going about their invisibles lives. Preserved on paper is the picture, but embedded in 
that painting is the memory of heat, the rough texture of the wooden steps I was sitting on, the quiet of a hot summer day.   

The sketch books with naturalist notes and watercolor paintings are material artifacts containing memories of times and 
places I cherish and want to remember, a treasure bought by an investment of time spent in looking in absorbed concentra-
tion in a beautiful place. 
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MHA Editor‘s Picks from TWNF Calendar           
(check out details and other events at http://www.twnf.org)  

July 2: Summer Jubilee 

Join us for a WILD summer celebration with fun for 
the whole family. Try your hand at geocaching with a 
special one-day-only treasure box, and build a blue-
bird box to enjoy in your own backyard all summer. 
Four activities run in 30-minute intervals. $20 per 
parent-child team, or $40 per family. 10 am—noon. 

July 23: TWNF Neighborhood Block Party 

Come out for a great evening, a little music, door 
prizes, games and a whole lot of fun! Bring the fam-
ily; there will be something for everyone. Wonderful 
food and cold beverages will be served. FREE to all 
but reservations are required by calling TWNF at 
325-8169 no later than July 20th. 5:30-7:30pm 

August 6: 2nd Annual Duck Race for 

Robin's Nook 

Stop into Trillium House and sponsor a duck for only 
$5. If your duck is first into the finish net, you win a 
$50 gift certificate to Wintergreen Resort. All funds 
raised will help purchase new books, games and 
toys for Robin‘s Nook, the children‘s play area in 
Trillium House. Don‘t worry if you can‘t be there that 
day; you still get the prize if your duck wins. Ducks 
available for sponsorship starting July 2. Race loca-
tion is Stoney Creek Park in the valley. 

August 15-20 - Banff and Jasper Canadian 

Rockies Trip 

The Canadian Rockies are known the world over for 
their jaw-dropping views and their stunning natural 
vistas. To get all of the details on this trip, contact 
Liz Salas at 325-8169. 

REMINDER! 
THIS COULD BE YOUR LAST ‗LINK‘ … 

… if you haven‘t paid your 2011 annual MHA dues.  
Use the form on the back page to send in with your 
dues.  Also, please use this form to update any name/
address information, particularly email addresses, so 
we can keep you posted on mountain news. Thanks. 

The American Civil War 150th Anniversary 

This year marks the 150th Anniversary of the begin-
ning of the American Civil War (April 12, 1861 — April 
9, 1865). The war produced about 1,030,000 casual-
ties (3% of the population), including about 620,000 
soldier deaths—two-thirds by disease. The war ac-
counted for roughly as many American deaths as all 
American deaths in other U.S. wars combined. It re-
mains the deadliest war in American history. According 
to John Huddleston, "Ten percent of all Northern 
males 20–45 years of age died, as did 30 percent of all 
Southern white males aged 18–40.‖ 

Ski for FREE!* 

*Requires long hours of training, early mornings, and getting 

out there when no one else would! 

by Judi Kay, WSP 

Are you up to the challenge? Take your passion for snow 
sports to the next level by joining the Wintergreen Ski Patrol 
(WSP). We are looking for a few good men and women from 
15-90 years old, who love to ski or ride, help others, work 
hard and be part of an award winning team. WSP has a 
strong medical core. All patrollers are members of the Na-
tional Ski Patrol (NSP), certified as Outdoor Emergency Care 
Technicians, and BLS level of training based on the standard 
EMT curriculum, with an emphasis on care in the outdoor 
environment.  

NSP education programs offer you the chance to obtain world
-class training. Learn about emergency care practices, 
search and rescue techniques, avalanche control, mountain-
eering, toboggan handling and many other interesting and 
essentials skills. The most rewarding part is taking what you 
learn and putting it to the test on the slopes, both here at 
Wintergreen and with your recreational skiing. 

Be first on and last off the slopes. WSP members support the 
ski area management in preparing the mountain in the morn-
ing, rescuing and caring for injured guests throughout the day 
and making sure everyone gets back safely when the moun-
tain closes. Sure it‘s a long, action-packed day, but there‘s 
nothing more rewarding than putting in a hard day‘s work 
while having a good time and making lifelong friends in the 
process.  

We‘re a different breed. As a member of the WSP, you are 
part of a dynamic, respected group of individuals whose love 
for skiing, snowboarding and all things fun in the snow is 
matched only by our commitment to helping others. While 
spending the day being a supporter of all-around safe skiing 
on the mountain is rewarding enough, there are other bene-
fits to being a patrol member.  

¶ Association magazines 
¶ Education programs and credentials 
¶ Member services 
¶ Member purchase programs 

Training begins in early September and we want you to get 
involved!!  To learn more about how the patrol operates and 
what is expected of its members, simply visit 
www.wintergreenskipatrol.org or contact the WSP recruiting 
officer:  Debbie Gagon at 434-525-5406 or by email at dga-
gon10@hotmail.com. 

Half Off or Two for One! 

Take advantage of this limited time offer for NEW 
members. Join The Wintergreen Nature Foundation 
at half off a year's membership OR get two years 
for the price of one year. Good from July through 
September 2011. 

Call Liz Salas, 325.7451 or visit Trillium House. 

http://www.twnf.org/index.asp
http://www.wintergreenskipatrol.org


 

THE LINK       Summer 2011 Page 10 

RURAL NELSON DESERVES YOUR SUPPORT 
by Don Burland, Member Rural Nelson Board of Directors 

Most of us chose to make our home at Wintergreen at least in part because Nelson County is a matchless gem of a place. 
Maintaining this unique environment is an important goal for all of us. Paraphrasing Thomas Jefferson – an informed citi-
zenry is a bulwark of democracy. Insuring that the citizenry of Nelson County is informed is the role that Rural Nelson has 
been performing for the last ten years. It does this in three ways: 

¶ A paid Field Officer attends every Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, and Economic Development 

Authority meeting and sends out reports of discussions and actions.  

¶ Town hall meetings present expert speakers and opportunities for discussion on such issues as solid waste 

management, water resources, and future sources and costs of electrical energy. 

¶ Rural Nelson‘s newly redesigned website - www.ruralnelson.org - offers a wealth of information and links to 

other sources of information.  

If you value those things that make Nelson County special, please consider making a tax deductible contribution to Rural 
Nelson. Whether you give $50, $500 or $5000, your gift will ensure that Rural Nelson continues to serve its role as the peo-
ple‘s watchdog on local government. Your support is particularly valuable in these rough economic times. In a small county 
with 15,000 residents, every contribution is important. Contributing is simple. Send a check to:  

Rural Nelson, P.O. Box 401, Lovingston, VA 22949, 434-263-5000 
Or donate online at www.ruralnelson.org. 

MARCH MADNESS PARTY — DID 

YOUR TEAM WIN? 

65 Homesteaders attended the March 26th 
March Madness Party. 

Going, Going…...Gone? 

Octagon Partners has started to demolish the foundations of the Seasons develop-
ment project! The deconstruction crew says it should take 2-3 weeks to remove the 
debris and restore the site. This picture shows that effort on June 16.  

THANK YOU! Jack Daly for your leadership and letter writing campaign regarding 
the removal of The Seasons foundation. 

The ―Seasons‖ is Coming Down! 

2011 Mountain-Versus-Valley Golf 

Shootout 

The Mountain golfers 
rallied on Day 2 of the 
Mountain Valley Shoot-
out but fell short by a 
final score of 40 to 32 on 
a glorious day at Devils 
Knob. The 3-points-per-

match challenge included men‘s, women‘s 
and mixed teams for the first time, and almost 
50 members participated.  

Valley Captain Don Young toasted the victory 
by drinking his favorite beverage from the 
Shootout Cup trophy, and both teams enjoyed 
beer ,wine and fun after the match!  

Real Estate Sales Update 
by Steve Marianella, Wintergreen Resort Premier Properties 

2011 Sales: Condos 
13 sales, average sales price — $151,692, $151 per sq foot. 104 condos currently listed for sale.  
Last year same period: 20 sales, average sales price $190,945 , $187 per sq foot. 

2011 Sales: Detached Homes 
25 sales, average sales price — $428,387, $188 per sq ft. 83 detached homes currently listed for sale. 
Last year same period: 29 sales, average sales price — $435,172 , $190 per sq ft. 

2011 Sales: Lots 
4 sales, average sales price — $41,000. 55 lots currently listed for sale. 
Last year same period: 4 sales, average sales price — $105,000 

http://www.ruralnelson.org
http://www.ruralnelson.org
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2011 WINTERGREEN MOUNTAIN HOMESTEADERS ASSOCIATION DUES 

                               MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & DIRECTORY INFORMATION 
 

FAMILY NAME _______________________FIRST NAMES __________________________________ 

 

NEW______________ RENEWAL _________________ 

 

WTG 911 ADDRESS ____________________________________WTG PHONE ____________________ 

 

HOME / MAILING ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

HOME PHONE ( )_____________________________ FAX NUMBER ( )_________________________ 

 

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________ 

 

2nd EMAIL ADDRESS (will also receive MHA e-announcements) _____________________ 

 

__________ Do not include our email in the directory 
 

__________  Enclosed is an additional $10 payment for a paper copy of The LINK to be sent to my postal  

  address                                          

 

__________  If you live at Wintergreen part of the year, but also have another primary mailing address, 

  check here and provide us with a calendar and 2nd address. 

 

        

 

 

Please complete the above and return with  

a check for $20 (or $30 if requesting paper copy of the newsletter) for one year to: 
 

Membership Chair, Wintergreen Mountain Homesteaders Association 

Rt. 1, Box 508, Roseland, VA 22967 

 

                   2011 dues were due by December 31, 2010!                                                                           
(Why not just stop what you are doing right now, go write a check, and send off today? J )   



        THE LINK 

 

Mountain Homesteaders Assn. 
Route 1,   Box 508  

Roseland, VA  22967  
 

 

 


